
 

 
South Shore Great Pumpkin Challenge was founded in 2011 by Genevieve Pollock and Todd 
Sandstrum.  It all started with a shipping mishap, some crushed giant pumpkin seeds and a 
generous gift from a giant pumpkin grower in New Hampshire to replace the damaged seeds.  
The two of them suddenly had seventy seeds and enough land to grow five of them. Todd put on 
his thinking cap and came up with a creative way to get kids in the dirt; the School vs. School 
Challenge.  Schools plant giant pumpkins and compete for an agricultural grant, the pumpkin 
must be grown on school grounds, with staff, parents and kids.  The pumpkin needs to come to 
the SSGPC Weigh Off in Easton, MA in the Fall. Coast of Maine Organic Products Inc., a New 
England based company, has sponsored the grant for the past several years.  Coast of Maine 
Organic Products is a leader in the organic, bagged soils industry and known for its belief in 
supporting communities.  The past winners have used the $900 grant for starting a vegetable 
program, improvements to an outdoor classroom, a scale to weigh cafeteria waste, and so much 
more.   
The Pollock/Sandstrum team has been recognized for their work in getting kids in the dirt by local 
newspapers and by groups like Mass Farm to School, South Eastern Mass Agricultural 
Partnership, Mass Agriculture in the Classroom, Mass Association of Agricultural Commissions, 
Mass Plant Something, and Southern New England Giant Pumpkin Growers.  On a national scale, 
the group has been interviewed by Today’s Garden Center, North American Nurseryman’s 
Magazine and Zodiac Media, the third largest media company in the world.  The world’s largest 
pumpkin web page, BigPumpkin.com, has also helped promote events for the group.    
Today, we are reaching out to see if your company would like to be part of something big! 
Following our 2015 Taunton River Great Pumpkin Run that garnered national and global media 
coverage, this year we are raising funds to have an Official Guinness World Record Judge on 
hand. The only way we can do that is with people like you supporting our mission to get kids in 
the dirt and think big.  This event is to spread awareness of our mission and show everyone how 
far we’ll go to reach our goals. We hope you will see the value in our work and support us in our 
Record Setting event.  
 
Sincerely,  
Todd Sandstrum & Genevieve Pollock 

Who Is South Shore Great Pumpkin Challenge? 



 
 

   
Growing Giant Pumpkins to Grow Kids Minds. 

On September 3, 2016 South Shore Great Pumpkin Challenge is attempting to set a new world record for The Longest 
Journey in a pumpkin boat “paddling” on the Taunton River. The event aims to raise awareness of the importance of getting 
kids in the dirt to grow something. We have been running this Challenge out of pocket but we need support to pay for the 
necessary officials from Guinness World Records to make this a true record.  
Our organization’s mission is to support schools getting kids outside and growing food. Each year we give out giant pumpkin 
seedlings and ask schools to grow them on the school grounds. The school with the heaviest pumpkin at our weigh off wins 
a $1000.00 grant for agricultural purposes.  Our goal with this run is to increase our outreach across New England and 
inspire kids to think big and do something out of the box.   We are growing giant pumpkins to grow kids minds! 
We are grateful for any support for our Taunton River Run. We anticipate over 300 people attending this event with news 
coverage from several Providence, RI and Boston, MA news outlets. Last year’s event was aired across the country and 
overseas.  This year we expect it to be even bigger. If you support us, pending your donation level we will include you in all 
marketing materials, on our website and we plan on recognizing your organization at our event. 
The amount you give is completely up to you. Currently, we need to raise $10,000. The following are some options to 
consider when considering this sponsorship request: 

 
 $10,000 Platinum Sponsor Your name and description on our marketing materials and website, exclusive logo 

rights on the lead pumpkin. 
 $5,000 Gold Sponsor Your name, logo on all marketing materials, website, and recognition at our run with logo on 

one of the pumpkins 
 $2,500 Silver Sponsor Your logo on marketing materials and second pumpkin (limited to 5 spots 
 $1,000 General Sponsor Your logo on a banner at the start and finish of the run, promoted on social media. 

If you are interested in sponsoring the Taunton River Run, please give us a call, send an email or even traditionally mail your 
contribution to the address listed below. Feel free to contact us with any additional questions. Thank you for your time. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Todd Sandstrum 
South Shore Great Pumpkin Challenge 
PO BOX 43, Easton MA 02334 
 
www.tauntonriverpumpkinpaddle.com 
Email riverrat@tauntonriverpumpkinpaddle.com 
Phone 774-219-5721 
 
 
 
 
 
 


